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FROM COMMERCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, XA 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED DISCRIMINATION AGAINST U.S. FIRMS BIDDING 
ON IDA-FINANCED EDUCATION PROJECT 

REF: MONROVIA 3054 

1. OFFICE OF U.S. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF WORLD BANK PROBED 
POSSIBILITY OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST U.S. ARCHITECTURAL 
AND ENGINEERING FIRMS CITED REFTEL. 

2. FACTS REPORTED REFTEL GENERALLY ACCURATE. ORGINAL 

LIST COMPRISED OF THREE FIRMS (INCLUDING ASSOCIATION OF STANLEY/ 
MILTON AND RICHARDS, WHICH HAD BEEN TENTATIVELY SELECTED) 
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WAS REJECTED BECAUSE OF FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH NORMAL CONSULTATN 
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SELECTION PROCEDURES. STANLEY/MILTON AND RICHARDS ASSOCIATION 
WAS JUDGED UNACCEPTABLE, GIVEN RICHARDS CONNECTION WITH PUBLIC 
WORKS MINISTRY. 

3. BANK REQUIRED RECOMMENCEMENT OF CONSULTANT SELECTION 
PROCESS, AND CONFINED ITS ROLE TO APPROVAL GENERAL CRITERIA TO BE 
UTILIZED IN DETERMINING FINAL SHORTLIST. MAJOR CRITERION WAS 
EXPERIENCE WITH DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF EDUCATION FACILITIES 
IN TROPICAL CLIMATES. BANK DID NOT SUGGEST INDIVIDUAL FIRMS 

TO LIBERIANS, NOR DID IT INSIST ON ANY GEOGRAPHICAL SPREAD 
IN FIRMS REPRESENTED. 

4. U.S. WORLD BANK OFFICIALS SATISFIED THAT SELECTION OF 
FIRMS. INCLUDING FINAL CHOICE, WAS MADE WITHOUT BANK PRESSURE 
OR INTERFERENCE. NOW APPEARS THAT DANISH FIRM WILL RECEIVE 
AWARD, LARGELY ON BASIS OF PRIOR EXPERIENCE. FURTHER SATISFIED 
THAT NEITHER THIS FIRM NO DANISH GOVERNMENT EXERTED PRESSURE 
ON BANK. 

5. APPRECIATE VERY MUCH YOUR INITIATIVE IN REPORTING POSSIBLILITY 
OF ANTI-U.S. DISCRIMINATION IN THIS CASE, AND WILL WELCOME 

FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS ON PROBLEMS OR QUESTIONS REGARDING WORLD 
BANK AWARDS. ROGERS 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 JUL 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE149105 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: TREAS:TM BARR/BIC/OIFI:RLLURENSKY 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SECSTATE WASHDC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1973073/aaaaacbm.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN COME 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 73 MONROVIA 3054 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09-Jan-2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <05 MAR 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ALLEGED DISCRIMINATION AGAINST U.S. FIRMS BIDDING ON IDA-FINANCED EDUCATION PROJECT 
TAGS: EGEN, XA 
To: MONROVIA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




